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Why Does Ward-Level Analysis Matter?

Where children live, play and grow, and the 
assets available to them, have a profound 
effect on their quality of life and their future. 
That is why DC KIDS COUNT tracks indicators 
of child well-being at the neighborhood and 
Ward level, so parents, service providers, 
advocates and policymakers can see 
outcomes for children more accurately.

In our DC KIDS COUNT online databook, 
you can explore neighborhood-level data 
interactively. But, politically, DC is organized 
by its eight Wards, so Ward-level data and 
advocacy can be especially important. Ward-
level data give us a clearer picture of children’s 
well-being than District-wide averages, which 
often do not capture disparate outcomes and 
assets for children.  

Who Are the Ward Snapshots for?

The Ward snapshots are for anyone who 
wants to learn more about trends and 
outcomes for children ages 0 to 18 in DC. 

How Do I Read the Ward Snapshots?

Each snapshot includes DC KIDS COUNT 
indicators in five categories:

1) Demographics,

2) Economic Well-Being,

3) Health, 

4) Family and Community, 

5) Education

In the left side column are the outcomes 
for each Ward in 2010 compared with 
more recent data. The change since 2010 is 
highlighted in a colored arrow. The direction 
of the arrow tells you which way the indicator 
trending, and the color of the arrow tells you 
whether that change is good (green), bad 
(red), or neither (blue). We included a category 
for “neither” because changes in some 
indicators, such as population, birth rate and 
Medicaid enrollment, are important to know, 
but difficult judge without further information 
and context. 

In the right side column you can compare 
changes in a Ward to changes in DC over the 
same time period. The graphic on page one 
of each snapshot shows child poverty in each 
ward, and the graphic on page two shows 
changes in the ethic/racial composition of 
DC’s child population.

Do you know the birth, health and education trends for 

children in your ward? Learn more from the newest edition  

of DC KIDS COUNT’s Ward Snapshots.

What Can I Learn From Ward 
Snapshots?

Here are facts from each 
Ward Snapshot we found 
interesting:

• Ward 1: Largest drop in 
the number of children 
receiving TANF.

• Ward 2: Median income for 
families with children rose 
by over 75%.

• Ward 3: Highest percentage 
increase of children 
enrolled in Medicaid. 

• Ward 4: Largest increase in 
child poverty rate.

• Ward 5: Largest increase in 
under-five population.  

• Ward 6: Largest increase in 
public school enrollment.

• Ward 7: Largest drop in 
teen birth rate.

• Ward 8: Largest decline 
in home ownership 
percentage. 
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