
 

 

October 11, 2013 
 
Deputy Mayor Abigail Smith 
DC Office of the Deputy Mayor for Education  
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 303 
Washington, DC 20004 
 
 
Dear Abigail, 
 
Thank you for the invitation to review the draft Education Adequacy Study and attend the 
stakeholder meeting this week. DC Action for Children appreciated the opportunity to 
read the report and hear from some of its authors. We have a few questions and 
concerns that I would like to share. 
 
On the whole, we are very happy to see the report recommend a higher level of 
transparency and equity in the way the District allocates DC money to traditional public 
schools and public charter schools. As advocates, we believe strongly that our 
investments should be linked to outcomes for children, which becomes difficult when 
budget information is inaccessible and shared inconsistently. An online database of 
school budget information would be invaluable to parents and advocates, as would a 
more consistent budget reporting procedure for public charter and DCPS schools. 
Currently, budget reporting at the school level is either unavailable (in the case of charter 
LEAs) or obscure in its relationship to total LEA dollars (for DCPS schools). This is 
exactly why we are planning to incorporate school budget information into our DC KIDS 
COUNT data tools, although the scope and comparability of the data are limited. 
 
We were also happy to see the report recommend a weight for students at-risk for 
academic failure, which in this case seems to be a proxy measure for students living in 
poverty. We support a change to the UPSFF that would take the educational impact of 
poverty into account, but we have not yet seen enough evidence to confirm that the 
method suggested by this study would be the best way to do so. Do schools currently 
have the data to reliably assess the numbers of TANF eligible, foster care and homeless 
children? Are other jurisdictions using this method of identifying at-risk populations? Do 
we have side-by-side projections of how many students this method might identify in 
contrast to using free and reduced meal eligibility as an identifier? 
 
Taking each of these measures separately, we have some specific questions: 

• Foster care: Would this be a dynamic measure, or measured once at the 
beginning of the school year? Children move in and out of foster care throughout 
the year; are there seasonal patterns in this movement that would have to be 
taken into account? Would kinship foster care be counted?  
 

• Homelessness: While the federal McKinney-Vento Act requires schools to track 
students experiencing homelessness, our conversations with homeless service 
providers and advocates have suggested that many children and families in 
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ambiguous housing situations or with unstable housing are not counted in official 
numbers. Have you looked into this possibility? 

• TANF: TANF eligibility has many stipulations, including benefit time limits, child 
support cooperation, work provisions and substance abuse provisions. Would the 
proposed UPSFF changes count only families whose income and assets qualify 
them for TANF, or would other eligibility requirements be assessed? We would 
recommend that from the perspective of assessing a child’s risk for academic 
failure, only assets and income be taken into account.  

 
As you mentioned at the stakeholder meeting, financial analysis and side-by-side 
comparisons will be important for schools to see how the proposed changes to the 
UPSFF in the study would affect their students. We suggest you release these analyses 
for various configurations of DC schools as soon as possible, so this conversation can 
move forward based on real data. 
 
My staff and I would be happy to meet with you and your staff to discuss these issues 
and questions in greater detail. Thank you for your hard work on this complex, but 
critically important, issue. 
 
All the best, 
 
HyeSook Chung 
Executive Director 
DC Action for Children 


